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much more tolerable at the gallows, and that this
was the general notion of all the gentlemen who
were driven by the exigence of their fortunes to
take the road; that at the place of execution there
was at least an end of all the miseries of the present
state; and as for what was to follow, a man was, in
his opinion, as likely to repent sincerely in the
last fortnight of his life, under the agonies of a jail,
and the condemned hole, as he would ever be in
the woods and wildernesses of America; that ser-
vitude and hard labour were things gentlemen,
could never stoop to; that it was but the way to
force them to be their own executioners, which was
much worse, and that he could not have any pa-
tience when he did but think of it.

I used the utmost of my endeavour to persuade
Mm, and joined that known woman's rhetoric to it,
I mean, that of tears. I told him the infamy of a
public execution was certainly a greater pressure
upon the spirits of a gentleman than any mortifica-
tions that he could meet with abroad; that he had
at least in the other a chance for his life, whereas
here he had none at all; that it was the easiest
thing in the world for him to manage the captain
of a ship, who were, generally speaking, men of
good humour; and a small matter of conduct, es-
pecially if there was any money to be had, would
makeaway for him to buy himself off when he came
to Virginia.

He looked wishfully at me, and I guessed he
meant that he had no money, but I was mistaken,
his meaning was another way. You hinted just
now, my dear, said he, that there might be a way of
coming back before I went, by which I understood
you that it might be possible to buy it off here; I
had rather give 20QL to prevent going, than IOOL
to be set at liberty when I came there. That is,